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BEST AVAILABLE CX)PY 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFrCE 
AppBoants; John LACOMBE et aL § Conflrmertlon No.: 3871 

Serial No.: 09^932.641 § Group Art Unit 2162 

■ ■■ r . § _ 

Ffled: O9/17A20O1 § Examinsr St. John Courtenay 

^. ...... .. 

For Hardware Impl^entation § Docket No.: .200301694-1 

; Of ^^Appttcatlprv-Level , § 
Watchdog Urner § 

^ PECLARAilbN UNDEl^HULE 131fA> 

Mall Stop Amendmerit • . - .Date: July 12.2005 

Commlssfoner for Patents 

PO BOX 1450 * 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

John LACOMBE and ttreodore F. EMERSON, applfceSnts In the above- 
IdentHied patmt appltcatlon. dedara as fctlows;: 

1. That prbr to March 31, 2o6l*'Pk/le88r8. Ladcsrnbe and 'Emeraon were 
ampbyed ai^ engineers for Compaq Comput&r Corporatfon; 

2. ' That prior to Mctfch 31, 2001, ft/^ssrsl Lacombe and Bmerson 

cbncetved of a hardwara- implemerttation of an appltdatron-fevel 
watchdog timer; 

3. That said watchdog timer Included a computer system, comprising at 
least one proceBsor, a system memory coupled to said processor, at 
least one Input/output device coupled to said processor, and a 
watchdog timer device, ^^hereln the computer system axecutes: an 
operatikig system vyith at least two protection layers, bne or more 
computer appHc^ions, and an applica^on watchdog driver that 
nronrtors user designated computer applications for pertodic messages, 
wherein if the watchdog driver receives a periodic message from all 
user-designated computer applications In a predetermined period of 
time, the watchdog driver deHvere a command to clear the watchdog 
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Appl. No. OB/932,541 

Amdt dated July 12, 2005 

R»ply to Office action of April 12, 2006 

timer device, and ftjrther comprteing a message passing Interface that 
transmitB eignala between the wo proteclton layers, wherein the 
watchdog driver executes In one protection layor and the application 
. - jBxecuteH in another protection layer and wherein the periodic message 
is transmitted from the application to the application watchdog driver 
through the message passing Interface; 
A. Thai Messrs. Lacombe and Emerwn received an Initial draft of a patent 
application for safid watchdog timer somefime prior to March 31 . 2001, 
as evidenced in Exhibits A and B attached hereto: and 
6. That after Messte. Laconbe and Emerson received this initial draft of 
said vrfatchdog timer, subsequent revisions v«re made to the patent 
applteotion for said vvatchdbg timer on April 9, 2001. May 22. 2001. 
June 14. 2001 . and July 30, aooi-pflw to Its eventual filing on August 
17, 2001 as evidenced in Exhibit B attached hereto. 

The deotarants further state that the above statements were made w«h the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine arwl/or 
imprisonment, or both, under SeoBon 1001 of TWe 18 of the United Stales Code, 
and that any such yirtltM falae statement may Jeopardize the validity of this 
application or any patent resulting therefrom. 



nl]zl(i< 

O^yg ' t J^hn LACOMBE 




5^yg Theodore F. EMERSON 
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Appl. No. 09/832,541 

Amdt cl£kted JifSy 12, 2005 

Reply to OfRce action or Apriri7» 2005^ . 

timer <Jevlce».and flirther comprising a messag©. paswng interface that 
transmEte sfgr^fs between the two proteotlon layers^ wherein the 
watchdog driver exBcutea in one protection fayer and the a?>plk:atIon 
executes in another protection iayer and yvherelri the periodic meBaage 
)s transTTiittBd from the application b the application Awatchdog driver 
through the message passing interface; 

4- ITiat Messrs. l^oombearKl Emersw^^ 

appllcafton fbr sald'W^tbhdog tkt» prior to March 31, 2001, 

as ^N/fctenced In Exhibits A and B attached hereto; and 

6. That after Messrs. Lacombe and Emerson received this rnWal draft of 
said watchdog timer, subsequent revisions vtfere made to the patent 
application for said vwttchdog timer on AprtI 0. 2001. May 22. 2001, 
June 14, 2001, and July 30, 2001— prior to its eventual filing on August 
17. 2001 as. evidenced ^n Exhibit B atlachejdjhoreto. 

, HFhe dedteirarite further slatei-lhat the above statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statemeirte and the like are punishable by fine and/^or 
Imprfaonffient, or both, und^ Section 1001 of Tftlo 18 of the United States Code, 
and that, any such wlKffu? false statement may jeopardize the yaSdity of this 
application or any patent rosuftlr^g therefrom. 
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